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A Promise from God:                                                                  

 
Whether we are high above the sky or in the 

deepest ocean, nothing in all creation  will ever 
be able to separate us from the love of God that 

is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Romans 8:39 

 
 

From “God’s Little Promise Book:” 
 
Jesus is the password to a better life.  

Share His love with someone today. 
 
To find true security, accept God’s 

peace – to know great freedom, accept His 
mercy and love. 

 
The sky never falls no matter how hard 

it rains.  God’s love for you never fails, 
regardless of your pain. 

 
Love is its own reward; hate is its own 

punishment.  The surest way to get rid of an 
enemy is to make that person your friend. 

 
You can run, but you cannot hide.  

God’s unfailing love will seek you out and find 
you 

  
  

 
 

 FOR RENT  
Choice 2 foot x 2 foot lots in our 
choir loft.  Individual seats.  
Immediate possession possible.  
Friendly neighbors.  Available for 
adults on Sunday mornings.  Good 
natured and lovable landlord.  
Apply in person at choir rehearsal 
Sunday nights at 5PM. 

 

  



Ain’t Love Grand??      

Here are stories of two couples in 
our church who this year will 
celebrate their 64th wedding 
anniversary:  Jim and Betty Burris 
met in Casey Co., not far from 
Danville.  Betty’s girlfriend came to 
visit her bringing along her 
boyfriend and a boy for Betty to 
meet.  They fell in love, married, 
(Jim was almost 19, I’ll let Betty tell 
you how old she was!), had four 
children, 3 daughters and a son 
and now have 7 grandchildren and 
3 great grandchildren.  They moved 
to northern Kentucky so Jim could 
find work, having left the farm 
where it was very hard to make a 
living for a growing family.  Betty 
calls herself an “immigrant” from 
the country!!  They started coming 
to Oak Ridge after being invited to a 
Halloween Party at the “old” 
church.  Sorrow touched their lives 
when their son died at the age of 34 
but his two children have been a 
blessing to their family.               
Bill and Wilda Vandiver met in 
Newport News, VA where she was 
working as a waitress at Bill’s 
Barbeque and Bill was in the army, 
stationed at Camp Patrick Henry.  
Wilda was 20, Bill 24.  After he was 
discharged from the army, they 
lived in Virginia another 20 years  
or so; all of their five children were 
born there; Donna Merkle is their 
baby and only daughter!  Wilda was 
born in Blacksburg VA and Bill in 
Pennsylvania but his family moved 
to Morningview  when he was a 
child.  Having worked in 
construction most of his life, they 
decided to move back to Kentucky 
where Wilda worked sometimes as a 
waitress and then for the IRS for 

many years.  They have been 
members of Oak Ridge for over 40 
years, where Wilda has taught one 
of the women’s Sunday School 
classes for about 20 years.  

You might ask, what does it take to 
keep a marriage together for 64 
years?  I asked Wilda and Betty 
that same question and, without 
knowing what the other said, they 
both gave me the same answer:      
A lot of give and take!   

Is that how we stay in love with 
God?      He gives, we take!     
 
Now, let me tell you about young 
love!  Our own Bro. Thom became 
engaged to Tiffany Ford in 
December with a wedding planned 
for July 26th in Russell Springs, Ky.  
Thom and Tiffany met when both 
were in the marching band at 
Campbellsville College.  Tiffany 
plans to finish her degree in 
Elementary Education at NKU.  We 
wish for them 64 years of give and 
take and lots of love to get them 
through their new life together! 
 
What is the definition of love?  
Webster’s dictionary lists many 
words to describe love: strong 
affection, warm attachment, 
unselfish, loyal and benevolent 
concern for others 
The Bible says a lot about love.  
Check out just a few:  
Pr. 10:12, Psalms 31:7, Pr. 17:17,  
Romans 5:5,  John 14:21, Deut. 7:9 
and of course, John 3:16.   
And if you have not already read 
Max Lucado’s book “3:16,” I 
encourage you to pick up a copy.                             
It is another one of his great works.         
Roberta Brinkley                                                        


